
AP European History 
Ms. Rosen 
 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 

 THIS ASSIGNMENT IS A PREREQUISITE FOR TAKING AP EUROPEAN 
HISTORY.  IT IS DUE THE FIRST DAY THAT CLASS MEETS IN SEPTEMBER!!! 
NO EXCUSES!  YOU WILL BE TESTED ON THE CONTENT THE SECOND 
DAY WE MEET IN SEPTEMBER.   
 
Text: Western Civilizations, Judith Coffin and Robert Stacey 
 
Overview:   
 

1. You will be assigned two chapters in the text to read.  Throughout the chapter, 
there are questions to guide your reading.  You should answer each question in one 
or two sentences.  The goal is for you to synthesize  the information into one 
original  main idea.   You should also read the primary sources (only the written 
ones, not the maps) and answer the questions for each source.  

 
2. You will write ONE long essay.   Your essay must have a thesis statement as well as 

an introduction, conclusion, and well-developed supporting paragraphs.  Essay 
responses must be typed, double- spaced with normal half-inch margins, and 
SHOULD NOT EXCEED THREE PAGES in length.  You do not need to do 
any outside research or reading other than the textbook to answer the essay 
question.  Your essay will be graded according to the attached rubric.  It will count 
as a 50 point assessment.  

 
The Chapters:  
 The summer reading assignment will cover the later or high Middle Ages. This will 
provide you with the background necessary to study European History from the 
Renaissance to the present. 
 
Chapter 10:  The Later Middle Ages 
Pages 371-413 
 
Chapter 11:  Commerce, Conquest and Colonization, 1300-1600 
Pages 416-438 
 
LONG ESSAY:     
Describe and explain continuities and changes in Europe’s economic relations with non-
Europeans in the period 1300-1600. 
 
 
All parts of this assignment are to be completed individually. Please, feel free to e-mail 
questions to me at srosen@tufsd.org.  It may take me a few days to respond so don’t wait 
until Labor Day to look things over. 

Describe and explain continuities and changes in Europe’s economic and/or social 
relations with non-Europeans in the period 1300-1600. 
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LONG ESSAY SCORING RUBRIC 
 

Your response is evaluated on the following criteria: 
 

1.  Thesis/Claim(1 Point) 
• Includes a thesis statement  with a historically defensible claim that 

addresses all parts of task and establishes a line of reasoning 
 

2. Contextualization (1 Point) 
• Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  

 
3. Analysis and Reasoning (0-2 Points)  

• Uses historical reasoning (continuity and change over time) to frame or 
structure an argument that addresses the prompt 

•  Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify or modify 
an argument that addresses the question 

 
4. Evidence (0-2 points) 

• Addresses the topic of the question with specific examples of evidence 
• Utilizes specific examples to fully and effectively substantiate the stated 

thesis 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A few suggestions: 

• Remember, a thesis statement is a main idea you are trying to prove in your essay.  
Ask yourself if the information you are providing is supporting the thesis you 
developed. 

• Always support general statements with specific facts, examples and details. 
• Your writing should incorporate analysis of information; this means generating 

and supporting your own perspective on the content, making connections, and 
demonstrating an understanding of relationships.   

• Use a 2+1+1 introduction.  Two sentences providing background, one sentence 
that is your general thesis and a roadmap sentence that identifies how you will 
prove your thesis.   

• Essays should be well written with minimal spelling or grammatical errors, Read 
your essay out loud and make sure it makes sense! 
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